From the Office of Cathy Giordano

Pawling Town Clerk
NEW REGULATIONS ON BURNING
BURN PERMITS NO LONGER BEING ISSUED



Please be aware that the Department of Environmental Conservation's environmental board recently approved a statewide ban on open burning, effective Oct. 14, 2009. The new regulation, the product of a yearlong effort by DEC, is intended to reduce the impacts of pollutants such as dioxins, particulate matter and carbon monoxide by prohibiting the burning of most materials in open fires.

Open burning of residential waste in any city or village, or in any town with a total population of greater than 20,000, has been prohibited since 1972. The new regulations eliminate the population-based exemption, extending the ban to an additional 850 towns. 



When the new regulations were initially proposed, almost all on-site burning of residential waste was prohibited. In response to comments, the DEC amended the proposed regulations to allow, in any town with a total population of less than 20,000, on-site burning of downed limbs and branches (including branches with attached leaves or needles) less than 6 inches wide and 8 feet long between May 15 and the following March 15. Other exceptions to the blanket ban include:

 Barbecue grills, maple sugar arches and similar outdoor cooking devices when actually used for cooking or processing food;


 Small fires used for cooking and campfires provided that only charcoal or untreated wood is used as fuel and the fire is not left unattended until extinguished;


 On-site burning of agricultural wastes as part of a valid agricultural operation on contiguous agricultural lands larger than 5 acres actively devoted to agricultural or horticultural use, provided such waste is actually grown or generated on those lands and such waste is capable of being fully burned within a 24-hour period;


 The use of liquid petroleum-fueled smudge pots to prevent frost damage to crops;


 Ceremonial or celebratory bonfires where not otherwise prohibited by law, provided that only untreated wood or other agricultural products are used as fuel and the fire is not left unattended until extinguished;

 Small fires that are used to dispose of a flag or religious item and small fires or other smoke producing processes that are used in connection with a religious ceremony and not otherwise prohibited by law;


 Burning on an emergency basis of explosive or other dangerous or contraband materials by police or other public safety organization;


 Prescribed burns performed according to Part 194 of this title;


 Fire training, including firefighting, fire rescue and fire/arson investigation training, performed under applicable rules and guidelines of the New York State Office of Fire Prevention and Control. For fire training performed on acquired structures, the structures must be emptied and stripped of any material that is toxic, hazardous or likely to emit toxic smoke (such as asbestos, asphalt shingles and vinyl siding or other vinyl products) prior to burning and must be at least 300 feet from other occupied structures. No more than one structure per lot or within a 300 foot radius (whichever is bigger) may be burned in a training exercise.
Please note that the burning of leaves is banned in New York State and composting leaves is recommended.

For more information, please call NYS DEC at 518-402-8452 or visit their website at http://www.dec.ny.gov/.

